
 

Photography and Design/Yearbook FAQ 
 
Q: Who is the teacher and how do I contact him? 
 
A: The class is taught by Mr. Jason Davis, who has a degree in journalism and 
experience at two different newspapers. He can be reached best by e-mail at 
jdavis@goaj.org.  
 
Q: What is Yearbook? 
 
A: Yearbook is a basic photojournalism and design course. You were probably thinking it 
was all about making the yearbook, right? The yearbook is our major project for the year, 
but it takes a lot of time to build the skills needed to make a great book. 
 
 
Q: What type of work will I be doing? 
 
A: Photos, photos, and more photos! And captions do go with them. Yearbook students will 
have a weekly photo assignment in addition to any interviews or research required for 
stories, captions, and quick reads. At the beginning of each class, students analyze a 
professional news photo and hopefully use those examples to make their own photos better. 
 
Q: Are there any cool projects? 
 
A: There is a major photography project each quarter and Mr. Davis likes to think they are 
cool. They are designed to get students to take photos each day, build on their strengths, and 
improve on their weaknesses. 
 
Q. Are there a lot of tests? 
 
A: No, no there are not. Mr. Davis will assess your learning based on your photography and 
page design. 
 
Q: What if I don’t have a camera? 
 
A: We have a few, but I recommend looking into one if it is financially possible for you. It 
doesn’t have to cost a lot of money, but it’s nice if you have something for everyday use. You 
will be responsible for photo assignments whether you have your own camera or not. 
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Q: Do I have homework? 
 
A. Yes, you do. Your weekly photo assignment is homework, as is any work needed for your 
page. That work varies by person, by page, and by week. Some project work will also need to 
be done outside of class. Class time will often be used for organization, review, and critique, 
meaning a lot of of work will need to be done outside of class. (Think “flipped” classroom.) 
 
Q: Do I have to stay after school? 
 
A: Yes. Often. Which pages your group is responsible for will determine what events you 
need to attend, but we need to have every event covered . You should also plan to regularly 
do Yearbook work during your lunch. If attending events after school and in the evening will 
be difficult for you, please consider how that will impact your commitment to Yearbook and 
whether it is the right elective for you. 
 
Q: Do I need anything special for Yearbook? 
 
A: Yes, yes you do. You will need TWO memory cards to be used specifically for Yearbook 
photos and a flash drive is recommended for photo storage. Obviously, a camera is needed. 
Cell phone cameras do not count as we don’t use phone pictures in the yearbook. 
 
You will need one composition notebook to create an interactive notebook and a reporter’s 
notebook to use for interviews and taking notes for captions. If you have trouble finding one, 
they will be available for purchase for $2 in class. 
 
Q: Yearbook is an “easy A,” right? 
 
A: No, no it is not. If you don’t do your work or turn in quality photos and contribute to the 
book in a professional way, your grade will reflect that. We want to make an award-winning 
book and you won’t get an A if you don’t contribute to that. 
 
Q: Do students  get a free yearbook? 
 
A: Unfortunately, no. Each book costs our program about $32 and our financial situation is 
not such that we can take on that kind of expense. Parents interesting in supporting the 
program with a Tax Credit donation can get a “free” book by getting that money returned on 
their taxes. 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Q: Anything else? 
 
A: We will be looking sponsors for this year’s book. We won’t be doing full ads, but we will 
have a sponsor page. We do have ad space available on our school newspaper site, 
canyonchronicle.com. If you know anyone who has a business that would be interested in 
supporting our program through advertising, please e-mail me. 
 
 
Q: What rules and procedures do I need to know? 
 
·         Follow the Cougar PRIDE matrix and Media Expectations  to the best of your abilities. 

·         Be in your seat and prepared when the bell rings. 

·         Remain in your seat at all times. If you need to get up for any reason, please raise your 
hand. 

·         Be respectful to others, as well as their property and ideas. SLANT when others are 
speaking. “I am the Walrus” when your attention is needed. 

·         Food, candy, gum, and soda are for lunchtime. Only water bottles will be permitted. 

·         Cell phones are allowed for some classroom activities. Otherwise they should be silent 
and in your backpack. 

·         The teacher dismisses the class, not the bell.  

·         Late work is accepted until the last week of the grading period, but it is the student’s 
responsibility to be aware of his or her grade.  

·         Grades for late photos and other yearbook work will be reduced by 20 percent if the 
deadline is missed. Yearbook is journalism and deadlines matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Please Sign 

I have read the Yearbook syllabus and understand the course description, policies, etc. 

 

Student Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name(s):___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent e-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(While Mr. Davis may e-mail you with concerns, it is far more likely that your e-mail will be 
used to share positive notes about your child. Please share and write neatly.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 


